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4) Writing principles
What is paragraph?
A paragraph is a complex of some sentences that explains a major concept.
Usually, this major concept is given as "the subject sentence” which is mostly
the first sentence of the paragraph and is written with a little recess. Other
sentences of the paragraph, also called “backup sentences, help to explain the
subject sentence. Some paragraphs have a conclusion sentence that briefs the
main idea of the paragraph or reminds an important point about it. This sentence
usually comes at the end of the paragraph.
The author should explain a unit concept throughout the whole paragraph.
A well-organized paragraph has three main parts:
1) Subject sentence: Explains the main concept of the paragraph.
2) Backup sentences: Expand the subject sentence with presenting more
information and giving examples.
3) Conclusion sentence: Shows that the paragraph has ended and reminds an

important point that the reader should remember.

Grammar points to keep in mind:

11 Isrc.muil.ac.ir
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1-Subject/verb agreement: Singular subject takes singular verb; plural subject
takes plural verb. Remember that the noun closest to the verb might not be the
subject.
*Common mistakes "Data" is plural & takes a plural verb; the singular form is
datum.
2- alan/the: a common problem for non-native English speakers.
3- Which/that: Use "that" without commas for essential (restrictive) material
that cannot be omitted without changing the meaning of the sentence. Use
"which", with commas setting off the clause, for nonrestrictive, extra formation.
4- and/Vs./or: Use them correctly. "and/or" should never be used, except in
legal matters.
5- Present/ Past/Perfect tense:

- Use Present tense for established, general knowledge.

- Use past tense for particular results & for what you are reporting in this

manuscript.
- Use present tense when referring to your figures & graphs.
- Use present perfect (have/has been) for observations that have been
repeated or are ongoing.

* Use parallel construction in clauses & verb forms.
More points:
*The simplest & most easily understood sentences are constructed in a subject-
verb- object format.
*Eliminating fog: It is essential to eliminate any fog, which is the dubious art of
using vague thought & woolly words rather than short direct ones. Non- foggy
writing jargon & with as few words, phrases & clauses as possible. Our writing
showed be non-foggy.
*Tight writing: Tight writing is the art of achieving brevity by using short,
concise sentences. All you have to do is to put your thoughts down in a
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sentence, then be your own best critic & see how many words you can leave

out. Finally, when you have a series of short, concise sentence, you need to

arrange them in a logical order & join them up to create flow.

Important tables

A- Classifying the nouns

Type of noun

Describes people

Describes objects

Noun used

People, adults, men, woman
Actors, results, Survey, information,

sample, studies, strategies, paper

Describes intangibles

perception

Risk, illnesses, impact, disease,
hypertension, diabetes, weight, health,

mass, height, perception, self-

B- Verb tense to use throughout your paper

Section

Introduction

Verb tense

Examples

Present or past tense for describing
the evidence that exists/ past tense for

describing your aims or hypotheses.

It is known that ....
There 1s no evidence that. ..

Therefore, we investigated

Participates were recruited

Section
Past tense from .....
method
Past tense for results We found that ...
Results )
Present tense to refer to tables, etc. Figure 1 shows that....
Discussion Present tense to discuss the literature | Evidence  from  cohort

13
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Present tense to answer questions studies shows that...
Past tense to discuss Our findings suggest that....
The results. We found that.....

C- Examples of verbs taking a human subject only or human/ non-human

subject.
Human subject only Human or non-human subject
Observe Demonstrate
Compare Indicate
Identify Suggest
Describe Support
See Confirm
Speculate Imply

Conclude/ Believe/ know/ collect/ aim Need

D- Preposition & their common meaning

Proposition | Meaning

o Inclusion or position within defined limits, as in 'we enrolled

. into participants in our study.

On Supported by or covering as in ‘the equipment was on the bench'.
In the middle of or between, as in 'there is honour among thieves'.
Remember to use between for two things & among for more than

Among. two things, unless referring to exact position or precise individual

amongst relationships. For example, consensus guideline between France,
Germany & ltaly.

With Together with, as in 'this goes with that'.

isrc.mui.ac.ir
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as
think.

used to express degree or manner, as in 'lt is not as easy as you

of

study...

Indicates a relationship, as in many of the participants from the

E- Using the correct word

Long or incorrect version

Shorter or more correct version

- determine, detect

Assess, measure, investigate

-correlated (as an adj or verb)

Associated

-due to the fact that, for the reason that, on
a count of, owing to the fact that, on the
basis that

because

-level concentration
-Documentation Documents
-Take into consideration Considered
-Dosage Dose
-Functionality Function

-In the event of, in the eventuality of If, When
-Alleviated, moderated Lessen, ease
-Methodology Methods

-In dose proximity to Near

-At the present moment, at this point in

. Now

time

-The majority of Most
-Dyads Pairs
-Priorities Rank
-Relationship Relation

15
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foalian Regearch 4-
-Adjuvants Risk factor
-Symptomatology, complaints, events,
o ] Symptoms
clinical picture
-Terminology Term
-In order to To
-Usage, utilize use

When to use comma:
1- When a sentence begins with a conjunction.
2- When a sentence begins with an essential or non-essential dependent
clause.
3- When a non-essential adjectival clause is embedded into an independent
clause or ends a sentence.
4- When two phrases with the same meaning are used side by side.
5- To separate items in a list (American English adds a comma before ‘and’
in a list, and this positioning helps to avoid ambiguity).
6- To avoid ambiguity.
When not to use a comma:
7- When the dependent clause starts a sentence & is followed by an essential
dependent clause.
8- When the independent clause is embedded with an essential, dependent
clause.
9- To separate two independent clauses.
e ) g 5 Lkl g slesal, Gl 2017 & lews! (slodslin s saie
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