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(This section is designed to improve your English language learning in
the Pharmaceutical industry).

About the main source of this section (book): English for the Phar-
maceutical Industry has been specifically developed for people
who need to communicate effectively in English in the pharmaceutical
industry. The book will equip learners with the linguistic skills and
specialist vocabulary necessary to understand daily situations in a
work environment.

Note: This section contains audio files (two podcasts).

Explanation 1: An R& D meeting takes place, in which John answers

questions about a new chemical substance (podcast 1).
Written form of podcast 1:

John: Thanks to all of you for coming at such short notice. This will

be more a brainstorming session to start off. What do you think
you will need to know about the new substance before we can get to
work on our new project?

Hilda: First of all, could you tell us what kind of formulation we could
develop from this NCE?

John: Well, we firmly believe we may have a good substance to help
us develop a time-release patch form of MensamintTM . Are there
any other questions?

Frank: Yes, I'd be interested in knowing more about the_bioavailabi-
tity of this NCE.

Marcus: | am sure there must be some information available on the
toxicity of the substance. Am | right?

Janet: Are you in a position to answer the question about what kind of_
time frame we are talking about for the first in-man study?

Brian: In your opinion, are we in a position to make this new dosage
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form with our current technology?
John: ... Wait a minute! I'll be happy to answer all your questions - but

Y] lueoy — 1Y olocds- opdli ) Ko 18/ cole aolilad

one at a time! OK, Frank, what did you want to know?

Glossary 1: Synonyms

Brainstorming Session: A way
of developing new ideas, through a
discussion in which several people
make lots of suggestions and the
best ones are chosen.

Start Off: To start doing some-
thing — to make something start
to exist or happen — to make
something begin.

Substance: A particular type of lig-
uid, solid, or gas — general words for
materials.

Get to Work: To start doing
something.

NCE: New chemical entities.

Firmly: Unwaveringly, firm,
steadfastly, securely, hard.

Time-release: Denoting some-
thing, especially a medicine, that
releases an active substance grad-
ually.

Patch: Cover, piece, phase —
patterns and arrangements.

Mensamint™: Is a new dosage form
of mensadent™ (obtainable with phy-
sician’s prescription only). It uses the
newly synthesized active substance
mensagitatum (Latin origin: the mind
moves/ animates).

Bioavailability: The proportion
of a drug or other substance that
enters the circulation when intro-
duced into the body and so is able
to have an active effect.

Time Frame: The period of time dur-
ing which something happens or must
happen — general periods of time — peri-

ods of success.

Man Study: Study on humans.
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Explanation 2: Janet, a chemist, and Brian, a pharmacologist, meet
to talk about the brainstorming meeting (podcast 2).

Written form of podcast 2:
Janet: I'm not convinced that we will be able to come up with a via-

ble patch form of MensamintTM. I'm afraid we are still running tests to_

find out what kinds of side effects are possible. What do you think
about the situation?

Brian: It's true that we don’t have a complete answer to that question
yet. We'll need a bit more time. But it seems to me that it's the time
needed to develop the patch form that we have to worry about. I'm
sure that some other dosage forms would work just as well or maybe
even better.

Janet: What did you have in mind?

Brian: Well, developing a patch would take anything from six months
to a couple of years. | think we should consider either a gel tablet or a
pill. We already have t

he technology for both. Of course, even a liquid form would be better
than a patch.

Janet: And Brian, regarding drops or syrup - we don’t have the tech-
nology perfected yet - but we're working on it. We should be able to
come up with an answer in about four weeks.

Brian: That’'s good news, Janet. Let’s get together with Dr Steinmetz
in Production and see what he thinks. Then we can present our ideas
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for other dosage forms to John at the next meeting.
Janet: That's a great idea. I'll call Dr Steinmetz_right away and_get

back to you later.
Glossary 2: Synonyms

Convinced: Certain that something is
true.

Come up: To move something
towards a place — applying and
interviewing for jobs — general
words meaning to happen.

Viable: Possible and able to be done.

Find out: To discover a fact or
piece of information.

Side effect: An effect of a medicine
that is not intended and could be un-
pleasant — general words for results and
outcomes.

Situation: General words relat-
ing to jobs and work.

A bit: Slightly or a little.

Have in mind: To intend or
want to do something.

Consider: To think about something
carefully before making a decision or
developing an opinion.

Regarding: Concerning a par-
ticular subject.

Right away: Immediately — happen-
ing or done quickly and suddenly.

Get back: To return something
to a place.

Sources:

Book: Michaela Bucheler, Kathy Jaehnig, Gloria Matzig, Tanya Wein-
dler, (2014), English for the Pharmaceutical Industry (Express series),
Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It
furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholar-
ship, and education by publishing worldwide in Oxford New York.
Dictionary: Macmillan Dictionary (Online Cellphone Application).
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